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In their own words: Doctors answer
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BD Affirm™ VPIII Microbial
Identification Test

The power of DNA technology for better patient care

In their own words
Doctors answer questions
about vaginitis testing

Vaginal Infections:
Be Informed. Be Aware.

For more information about vaginal
infections or the BD Affirm VPIII test,
please see your doctor.

Have you experienced
recurring vaginal infections?

Up to 25% of vaginal
infections are caused by
multiple organisms

Patient information pamphlet

Have you tried over-the-counter
medications for your vaginal
infection without success?

Vaginal Infections

which are difficult
to detect.1,2

Be Informed. Be Aware.
Vaginal infections may
be a risk to your health.

It’s important to identify
the correct organism
for treatment
to be successful.

If you answered yes,
it may be because
y organisms
many
cause vaginal infections.
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Vaginal Infections - The power of DNA
technology for better patient care
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Have you experienced

“...the DNA probe analysis for Gardnerella
vaginosis, trichomoniasis vaginitis,

BD Affirm™ VPIII
The Only 3-test
DNA Probe Panel

■

Detects the three pathogens
that cause up to 90% of vaginal

Patients with recurring vaginal infections?

and candidiasis vaginitis, . . . may
provide the opportunity to significantly
improve the accuracy of diagnosis

Difficulty diagnosing patient specimens?
Issues with microscopic examinations?

and treatment for these common
ambulatory problems.”3
The BD Affirm™ VPIII
Microbial Identification Test
puts the power of DNA probe
technology in your hands
to accurately diagnose
vaginal infections caused

infections, identifies mixed
infections caused by these same three
organisms and reduces the concern
in testing difficult specimens

Clinical Educational piece detailing how the
risks of Vaginal Infections can be addressed
with DNA technology
■

by multiple organisms.

May improve medical outcomes by
enabling appropriate treatment on
the patient’s first visit

■

■

Fast and easy molecular technology
that leads to DNA accurate results

Vaginal Infections

BD is with you every step of the way
with flexible acquisition programs,

The power of DNA technology
for better patient care

expert installation, comprehensive
training and ongoing support

25% of infections
are caused by
two or more
organisms1,2
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BeAware: Some Facts About Vaginitis
A brochure with educational information
about the risks and basics of Vaginitis

BeAware

™

BD Affirm™ VPIII

Some Facts About

Vaginitis . . .
Vaginitis is one of the most common reasons women see their doctors. Annually, there are more than
10 million patient visits for vaginal complaints in the United States. Of these 10 million office visits,
as many as 50% will be due to infectious vaginitis.
The three most frequent causes of vaginitis are bacterial vaginosis (BV), yeast vaginitis (candidiasis)
and Trichomonas vaginalis (trichomoniasis). Each of these three conditions requires different courses
of therapy for treatment. Therefore, accurate diagnosis is important so that complications from these
infection(s) can be minimized.
In the United States alone, it is estimated that 5 million new cases of trichomoniasis occur each year
in women and men. In fact, trichomoniasis is the most common curable Sexually Transmitted Disease
(STD) in young, sexually active women.
BV is the most common vaginal infection in women of childbearing age; it is associated with an
imbalance in the bacteria that are normally found in a woman’s vagina. It can be associated with
sexual intercourse but is not sexually transmitted. As many as 16% of pregnant women in the
United States have BV.
Vaginal candidiasis is the second most common form of vaginal infection. Three quarters of all adult
women will experience at least one episode of vaginal candidiasis during their lifetime, with 40–50%
experiencing a second episode. Approximately 5% of the adult female population suffer from
recurrent yeast infections.
Trichomoniasis and BV can increase a woman’s susceptibility to HIV infection if she is exposed to
the virus. Both conditions also increase the chance that an HIV-infected woman can pass HIV to
her sex partner.
The complications of BV and trichomoniasis can be especially significant in pregnant women. If either
condition is present in a pregnant woman, there is a significantly increased risk of pre-term delivery
and/or delivering a low birth weight baby.
If left untreated, BV and trichomoniasis can sometimes cause significant harm to a woman’s reproductive system if Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID) develops. PID is an infection of the uterus and
fallopian tubes. PID can lead to infertility or ectopic pregnancy through damage to the fallopian tubes.
Proper diagnosis of vaginitis can be difficult since up to 50% of women with BV may have no
symptoms. In addition, current diagnostic tools have varying degrees of accuracy and time to result.
Due to the significant complications which may occur, and the fact that treatment is different for
each condition, it remains extremely important that women have access to the best diagnostic
tools available.
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A sales guide detailing the clinical benefits
of the BD Affirm™ VPIII test

BD Affirm™ VPIII Microbial
Identification Test
Clear results for your doctors—
quickly and simply

Save valuable staff time
with simple procedure

The BD Affirm VPIII Microbial Identification Test uses
DNA probe technology to accurately and quickly identify
Candida species, Gardnerella vaginalis and Trichomonas
vaginalis.1
• Results for six samples are available in less than an
hour—less than 2 hours for a batch of 12 samples
• More consistent, accurate results with DNA technology

Sample preparation: Lysis action
releases microbial nucleic acid in
10 minutes

• Eliminate reporting errors from subjective interpretation
of microscopy results

BD Affirm performance data1
SENSITIVITY

98.3%

G. vaginalis*

SPECIFICITY

ACCURACY

100%

98.4%

T. vaginalis**

92.8%

99.9%

98.9%

Candida species*

82.3%

98.4%

95.2%

Walkaway automation: DNA probe
hybridization and color development
occur in just under 33 minutes

BD Diagnostics
7 Loveton Circle
Sparks, MD 21152-0999
800.638.8663
www.bd.com/ds
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Test: Clear results for your doctors—
quickly and simply
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*Compared to culture (symptomatic patients)
**Compared to wet mount (symptomatic and asymptomatic patients)

Accurate results with DNA probe technology

• Clear results: Provides objective results; built-in
procedural control
• Detect mixed infections: One patient
sample gives you results for
Candida species,
G. vaginalis and
T. vaginalis

Easy-to-read results: Positive
result is a clearly visible blue dot;
built-in procedural controls for each
sample ensure quality

The BD Affirm™ VPIII Test is now available from:
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 ncover her hidden risks with
U
DNA Probe Certainty

Uncover her

hidden risks

with
DNA Probe Certainty

A mailer leave-behind for
physicians’ offices
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